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Students Voice Concerns Over Presidential Management
Fellowship Applications
BY BRITTANY BISNOTT

Staff Writer

To be clear, this article is about
students voicing their concerns
with the Presidential Management
Fellowship (PMF) application
process as administered by the
Career
Development
Office
(CDO). Note: I did not apply to
the PMF Program (positions for
non-U.S. citizens are "extremely
limited"). However, the goal of
this article is to alert the student
body and the Administration that
students who did apply are upset.
Yes, I was looking for students
with negative experiences, but
this is so GW Law can improve
and help future applicants. While
there were positive reviews of the
process, the negative ones were
significant.
About the PMF Program. The
PMF Program "is a two-year
federal government leadership
development program designed
to attract recent graduates from
a variety of academic disciplines
and career paths to policy and
legal positions with the federal
government."
Fellows in the
program are hired by various
federal government agencies and
are provided, inter alia, full-time
salary and benefits, and more
opportunities within the federal
government.
How to apply.
The PMF
application process was simple
only in theory.
First, students
were required to apply online
with USAJOBS and Application
Manager by 11:59 p.m. on October
15. Second, students submitted their
application materials to the CDO
by 5:00 p.m. October 18—with "no
exceptions."
These application
materials included the (1) PMF
2011 Application, (2) USAJOBS
Qualification
Questionnaire,
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(3) PMF Nomination Form, (4)
CDO's Supplemental Nomination
Form, and (5) one-page statement
of interest in the PMF Program.
Third, if nominated by the CDO,
the student's application goes
to the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management (OPM). Then OPM
whittles away more applicants
until selecting "Finalists."
The
CDO's
preparation.
The CDO was
cooperative
in
commenting
on their actions
during
the
application
process.
In
regards to the
gathering
and'
dissemination of
information on
how to apply for the Fellowship,
the CDO felt they were "very
proactive." To provide information,

they attended a PMF stakeholder
meeting to learn of the updates
and changes in the program,
assisted with and advertised the
University-wide PMF Info Session,
launched a regularly-updated PMF
Program webpage on the Portal,
and created a handbook to help
students navigate how to apply.
Finally, "in order to facilitate oneon-one counseling for students
interested in the Fellowship, the
CDO designated Anna Marshall,
one of [the office's] government
career counselors, as a single point
of contact for the PMF Program."
Because of Ms. Marshall's success
in helping applicants, she "has
been asked to share her experience,
tools, and knowledge with other
law school career counselors
during the next NALP annual
conference."
Problems with the Handbook.
Although a number of students
submitted their application on time,
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they are still unsure whether they
had all of the required documents,
and the handbook was no help to
them. Noah Puckerman* said that
the handbook contained incorrect
information; for example, the
"USAJOBS Application" was truly
a resume, and not an application.
This clarification was only made
to students who went to the CDO
to ask about the application.
Negativity.
Beyond
the
application
materials, Anna
Marshall
was
described
as
particularly
"unhelpful"
throughout the
process. Rachel
Berry said that
when she went
in to ask about the program, Ms.
Marshall "was so negative about

anyone's chances she almost
seemed like she was talking me
out of applying."
Rachel said
that Ms. Marshall did not know
the answer to her questions about
the application process, but told
Rachel that she should "read the
website closely." Similarly, Noah
was upset when his questions were
answered by Ms. Marshall telling
him to contact the OPM. Noah
felt that it was Ms. Marshall's job
to find these answers, as it was her
job to help students apply.
Lack of availability on the
application's due date. Quinn Fabray
was most upset that Ms. Marshall
was not in the CDO office on the
day of the applications deadline.
To Quinn, if the CDO was truly
interested in GW students getting
these jobs, "being around to make
sure everything was correctly filled
out and turned in"should have been
a priority. Noah used the example
that "Dean DeVigne and Dean
Monroe take turns sitting in the
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Records Office to counsel [. . .] the
entire law school [] about classes
during the add/drop week, [so the
CDO should] ensure that someone
is there on the one day students
submit their PMF applications,
[to] quickly look at a student's
application package when he turns
it in, and simply let him know
that his application is complete."
Brittany S. Pierce is still waiting
for a response to an email sent to
Ms. Marshall over six hours before
the application deadline asking
if her application was complete.
Concluding remarks. The CDO
says this year saw a "significant
increase in the number of PMF
applications" compared to last;
that "the vast majority" of
applicants navigated the process
"without complication" because
of the tools provided by the office;
and that last year, with a "similar
level of assistance," GW had
"36% of [its] applicants selected
as PMF Finalists" compared to
the national average of 10 percent.
Unfortunately, there are a number
of 3Ls that had complications and
are waiting in limbo not knowing if
their applications were complete.
3Ls are now wondering if a
government job is really worth this
hassle. It should not matter how
many students had no problems
with the process, the school should
strive to eliminate these problems
for any students before applications
are due next year.

*A11 names have been changed to
protect students' identities. And
yes, they have been changed to the
names of characters in Glee.

Fan Mail

Page 8

Night Court

Page 9

Swing Vote
Korn Feed
Hollywood Legal
Snippets
The Back Page

Page 9
Page 10
Page 10
Page 11
Page 12

Page 2

October 27, 2010

Nota Bene

NOTA BENE

1919 PENNSYLVANIA AVE., N.W. WASHINGTON D.C. 2 0006
www, NOTABENE.GWSBACOM NOTABENEGW@GMAIL.COM

NEWS
City Considers Disputed
Proposal to Make Food
Truck Vending Easier

NOTA BENE IS A BI-WEEKLY STUDENT PUBLICATION A T THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL, NOT A BENE SERVES AS A FORUM FOR N EWS, FEATURES, AND
OPINIONS IN THE LAW SCHOOL COMMUNITY.
WE SEEK SUBMISSIONS FROM A LL A T GW LAW.
EDITOR IN CHIEF
CLARE C AVALIERO
MANAGING EDITOR
OPINIONS EDITOR
FEATURES EDITOR
NEWS EDITOR
WEBSITE EDITOR

HANNAH GEYER
KATE MEREAND
JILLIAN MEEK
RYAN TAYLOR
VADIM PARTIN

STAFF
HUNTER ANDERSON
BRITTANY' BISNOTT
CHRISTEN GALLAGHER
DAVID KEITHLY
A.J. KORNBLJTH
DAVID MUELLER
MONA PINCHIS
JONATHAN SHAFFER

JACK ALWOOD
HEATHER BENTON
JAIME BUGASKI
JENNETTE GRAY
ANTKA KESWANI
LAUREN LOCKLEAR
CAROLINE FHAM
DANIELLE ROSBOROUGH

GW Law Students Attend
Annual Diwali Banquet

BY HUNTER ANDERSON

Staff Writer
A culinary cage-match between
D.C.'s restaurant owners and
food truck operators is currently
being waged in the stomachs of
Washington residents and on the
desks of city government and here's
the catch — many GW students are
unaware of it.
The City Council is presently
considering Title 24, a proposition
that would tailor the District's
existing food vendor regulations to
fit the recent wave of food trucks
frequented by college students
and "yuppies" alike. But local
restaurant owners and their big
brother business districts are not
fond of losing customers to these
newcomers.
According to the "Yes on Title
24" website, "some very powerful
businesses are lobbying the City
Council to prevent us from serving
you where you work. The D.C.
Department of Consumer and
Regulatory Affairs (DCRA), on the
other hand, has proposed vending
regulations that would allow us to
continue to serve you AND allow
for a more vibrant vending culture

Photo of Diwali Banq uet taken by Puja Bhatia
BY BRITTANY BISNOTT

Staff Writer
On October 15, the South Asian
Law Student Association (SALSA)
teamed
up
with
Georgetown,
American, and Catholic University
Law Schools to throw its annual
Diwali Banquet, celebrating the Indian
festival of lights. The Diwali Banquet
is one way that SALSA introduces
the GW community to the Indian
culture through this Indian hohday.
Additionally, it is a means for the GW
community and other South Asians in
D.C. to come together and celebrate.
To Puja Bhatia, the President of
SALSA, Diwali itself is "a vibrant
celebration of the Indian culture" as
the time "has always been a special
celebration for [her] family." To Thara
Russell, the GW liaison to the South
Asian Bar Association, "Diwali itself
has religious meaning, but it's also
a festival full of celebration—lights,
fireworks, dressing up and just genera
lly
having a good time." She describes the
banquet as taking "the celebration and
festivity of the hohday and turning it

into a big, upbeat event early in the
school year" which is something "that
anyone can relate to, Indian or not."
This year, the banquet had over 150
attendees, over a third of whom were
not SALSA members. Puja describes
the event as a success with on overall
positive response.
Guests enjoyed
appetizers, dinner, and dancing. At
one point during the banquet, students
from American University's Law
School performed playing the guitar
and keyboard, which inevitably led
to dancing. Throughout the night,
the DJ played what Puja described as
"a great blend" of music, including
Indian Bhangra, Bollywood, Hip-Hop,
and Pop music.
If you did not attend the banquet
this year, you missed out. Not only
was there a display of the cultural
background through the South Asian
clothing, food and music, but the
general atmosphere was one where
people had the opportunity to dress up,
let loose, and (thankfully) step away
from the all-encompassing world of
law school even if just for one night.

in the District."
The DRCA announced that Title
24 "amends vending regulations in
order to achieve the safe, efficient,
and effective management of
vending throughout the District of
Columbia. This rulemaking includes
provisions
governing
vending
licensure,
vendor
operations,
the designation of sidewalk and
roadway vending locations, public
markets,
vending
development
zones, street photography, and
solicitation from the public space."
It is clear that the special
interests of big money have hijacked
a simple economic manifestation
of supply and demand. And in a
city where lobbying and legislation
get results more often than
compromise and consumer-friendly
competition, the District's inline
businesses and their coalitions are
using the law to fight back. Wellfinanced entities like the Golden
Triangle Business Improvement
District, the Restaurant Association
Metropolitan
Washington,
the Dupont Circle Merchants and
Professionals Association have all
submitted proposals asking the D.C.
Council to put new restrictions on
trucks.
One proposal from a group
representing restaurants in Adams
Morgan asks the city to prohibit food
trucks from parking "within a 100
feet of an existing food establishment
of any kind." The same group wants
food trucks banned entirely from
areas designated as "entertainment
districts," like U Street NW and

Chinatown.
But many restaurant owners'
objections are not unfounded. If
you talk to enough restaurateurs
you will begin to recognize some
valid complaints. Arianne Bennett,
co-owner of
the Amsterdam
Falafelshop in Adams Morgan
points out several discrepancies
between restaurants like hers and
food trucks: the unfair disparity in
sales tax rates (restaurants pay 10
percent on sales, food trucks pay a
flat $1,500 annually), the sidewalk
congestion that trucks can create,
problems with trash and litter
and, as Bennett points out, the
trucks' lack of responsibility to the
neighborhood in which they vend.
Food truck operators confess
that they are willing to cooperate
with the requests of their more
established, "brick and mortar"
competitors.
Leland
Morris
with Red Hook Lobster Pound food
truck said, "We really want to work
in partnership with restaurants, not
to compete with them. We're not the
only reason why people come to an
area and we certainly wouldn't pull
up in front of a competitor to take
away their business. That's not what
we're about. Also, a competitor's
response shouldn't be let's get rid of
them, it should be how to we step up
our game and be better. Let's keep it
what it is — it's small business."
Other food truck owners argue
that they provide a unique benefit for
District's residents. Justin Vitarelfo,
founder of the Fojol Bros, food
truck argues that food trucks can
actually create business in certain
places. "There's nothing going on
at 20th and L," he says, offering an
example. "We can help [businesses]
with that. We can activate some
spaces."
Jeff
Kelley,
co-owner
of EatWonky, a new DC Food
Truck said, "Fundamentally, the
argument is that variety in dining
options is a net benefit to those
who work and live in DC." The
facts seem to support Mr. Kelley's
argument. More than 47,000
Twitter followers have embraced
the city's dozen-plus food trucks.
One of these followers is 1L Ben
Burningham who says, "I enjoy
food trucks and local restaurants,
both have their niche in the market
and a place in my stomach."
Obviously, there is more to
every argument than meets the
eye, especially when it involves
something as important as great
food. Whether you are a food truck
aficionado or a connoisseur of local
dives, or even both, express your
comments and thoughts to your
City Council representative.
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Washington Area Women Seek to Improve
the Lives of District Women, Children
BY KATE MEREAND

Opinions Editor

On Thursday, October 14,
2010, Washington area women
came together for their annual
luncheon to take stock of grantmaking efforts to improve the
lives of women, children, and
families in the capital region. As is
recognized by the United Nations,
'advancing the rights of women
and children advances humanity.'
That,
and
recently
the
foundation released a report that
shows that poverty has increased
by 16 percent for women and
girls in the region. Couple that
with the fact that two-thirds of
women running households in the
region spend 30 percent of their
salaries on housing and day care.
Moreover, women with infants
spend 52 percent of the median
income for a single mother in the
region on housing and daycare for
their child. What is left for food,
clothes, and basic necessities? Not
much.
The Washington Area Women's
Foundation was created by a group
of women having tea one afternoon
in Bethesda in 1997. Now thirteen
years
later,
the
foundation,
funded entirely through charitable
donations, has granted over
$1 million to local nonprofits
annually since 2006. While they
support many local nonprofits,
their centerpiece initiative is the
Stepping Stone's Project, the
objective of which is to build the
long-term economic security and
financial
independence of lowincome, women-headed families.
The room was filled
— by
my best guess — with over twohundred women and a handful
of men sitting at the tables of
corporate sponsors like Capitol
One and the George Washington
University. I was lucky enough to
sit at the University's table and
from that vantage point see the
dedication of some of the area's
most successful women to helping
raise up those most in need.
But even with such institutional
participation, the message was one
of local and personal involvement.
"Anyone can be a philanthropist," is
the motto of the year, encouraging
giving and giving back by one and
all.
The presentation started at
the global and then turned to the
local. First we remembered that
Millennium Development Goal
(MDG) 5 lags well behind all
the others, but MDG 5 is critical
towards lifting communities (and
countries) out of poverty.
For some perspective on that,
in 2000 the world's leaders set eight

major goals, the MDGs, to combat
the causes and effects of poverty
the world over and endeavoring
to make major impacts by 2015.
Optimism met (some) funding.
MDG 5 is to reduce by threequarters the global maternal
mortality rate, but the interim
goal of significantly reducing
educational discrimination against
women by 2005 hasn't kept pace
with our hopes. Just this month,
UN Women announced that $750
million is all that is needed — in
the grand scheme of things that
figure is not that high — between
now and 2015 to adequately treat
the 2 to 3.5 million women living
with the effects of obstetric fistula.
If you are not familiar with
fistula, you ought to be. Usually
caused by birthing delays wherein
a woman would benefit from
a caesarian to relieve pressure,
the baby dies and the women is
left incontinent. The effects are
devastating in the short and the
long term, as her baby dies and then
she is shunned by her community
for the lingering effects.
Fistula is not a realistic concern
in the United States where we can
generally access basic medical care,
but the factors that drive such a
preventable and treatable problem
to persist globally are similar to the
factors that cause women in our
own community to need help and
support.
Feminism means many things
to many people, but at some
of its fundamental elements it
can be tied to reproduction and
childrearing. Many might suggest
that feminist goals, diverse as they
may be, forget about children and
families. But the Washington Area
Women's Foundation efforts to
educate and support lays rest to
that impression, at least in D.C..
The grant recipients sat with
the donors at the luncheon, and
I was honored to hear about the
Crittenton Services of Greater
Washington which provides teen
pregnancy prevention services
and, when needed, support to
pregnant teenage girls. We also
heard from two amazing speakers:
Glenn Hopkins and Lorraine Fells.
Glenn Hopkins started a new
nonprofit called Hopkins House.
One of the major data points that
the foundation recently uncovered
is that single parents in the D.C.
area generally spend over half
their salary for day care services;
ironically, however, most day care
workers cannot afford day care.
Hopkins House trains day care
workers and works with local
programs to ensure that their
salaries match their skills and the
wages needed to raise a family in
this area.

And we heard from Lorraine
Fells. A charming woman just
past her sixty-fifth birthday, Fells,
a lifelong D.C. resident, spent
nearly forty years addicted to
heroin. In order to support her
family, she also dealt heroin until
she was arrested in 1989. Then,
through the support of Good
Will of Greater Washington, now
a foundation grantee, she got
methadone treatment, she turned
her life around, and she has been
clean ever since. Now she works
with Good Will to help give others
the help and support she received.
The Foundation also released
"2010 Portrait of Women & Girls
in the Washington Metropolitan
Area," a report compiled with the
help of the Urban Institute and
other major partners to provide
an accurate snapshot of the real
economic and educational state of
women and girls in the region. The
foundation is taking the results to
the White House for three listening
sessions this year, and wants the
community to read and discuss the
report.
The report is a goldmine of
facts. There are far too many

the District of Columbia, women's
rates of voting and volunteering
are higher than among D.C.'men
and among women nationally.
And while twice as many
women in the region have
bachelor's and graduate degrees
than the nation overall, more
than one-quarter of women—
numbering nearly one-half million
women—in the region have no
education or training beyond high
school.
All appearances aside, this is
not just a girls club. The foundation
also is seeking men who "get it" to
increase its charitable donor base.
But as Cokie Roberts pointed out
at last year's luncheon, women
on average each year donate 3.5
percent of their investable assets
each year, compared with only 1.8
percent for men.

to sbare them a\\ bere, but here
are some of the most interesting

W I IHl rfT fijth J

findings:
Women and girls in the
Washington region are more likely
to be women of color, have health
insurance, be lesbian or bisexual,
and more likely to own businesses
than women nationally. Nearly
one-quarter of women and girls
in our region are foreign-born. In
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The George Washington University Law School
Center for Law, Economics and Finance
presents

The Dodd-Frank Act and the Road
Ahead for Financial Regulatory Reform

Friday, November 12,2010, 8:30am - 2:00pm
Jacob Bums Moot Cout Room, 2000 H SI, N.W., Washmgton, DC 20052
Free registration and continental breakfast starting at 7:45 am
Featimg Morning and Luncheon Keynote Addresses by
Governor Daniel K. Tarullo, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System
and

H. Rodgin Cohen, Senior Chairman, Sullivan & Cromwel LLP

With Panels
Consumer Financial Protection: Stuck in Neutral or Full Speed Ahead?
and

fbe Future Diiedion of Financial Services: Same Stfeet, New Guardrails?

Pie-Symposium Reception on Thwsday, November 11,2010,6:30 -8 30 pm
Co-sponsored by Paul, Hastngs, Jarwfsky & Walter LLP and StAvan & Cromwell LLP
To letjster for Ihe sympomn andfor reception, please send your R8VP to re^ekxmQyiial com
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Letter
to
the
Editor:
"Friend
The Great Divide
Zone "Column Misses the Mark
BY DAVID KEITH LY

Staff Writer

Fall is upon us once again, which
for every red-blooded American
means one thing: we bid a fond
farewell to baseball and prepare
to immerse ourselves in our true
national past-time. Of course you all
know which sport I'm referring to —
the one where two teams go headto-head and slam into each other
mercilessly until one side is declared
the victor; where fans on either sides
paint themselves in reds and blues,
where each side tries to scream the
loudest to drown out the screams
of the other; where commentators
fill hours of airtime with stats,
predictions, and commentary as
they watch the battle unfold. That's
right my fellow fans, election season
is upon us once again.
Modern life is full of sports
analogies — perhaps because so
much of modern life is adversarial,
After being ranked, graded, judged,
and categorized for most of our
lives, experience has taught us that
"winning isn't everything, it's the
only thing." While this "us against
them mentality" may bring out the
best in sport, it also brings out the
worst in many other aspects of our
lives.
Politics in our country has fallen
victim to this "win at a11 costs"
mentality. As a result, both sides
have become so polarized that any
meaningful chance at understanding
or dialogue is going, going, gone!
Rather than campaign on the basis
of issues and solutions, modernday campaigns have become epic
mud-slinging
contests.
Rather
than discussing ideas to make the
country better or trying to find a
middle ground on important issues,
we spend our time demanding
candidates' birth certificates or
accusing them of being closeted
Muslims.
In my mind, the Delaware Senate
race epitomizes what is wrong
with our current political system,
For those of you not familiar with
this race, it has been quite a circus.
Republican
nominee
Christine
O'Donnell is running against
Democratic nominee Chris Coons
for the Senate seat vacated by Vice
President Joe Biden. There are plenty
of reasons to criticize O'Donnell,
plenty of valid substantive questions
one might raise to attack her
positions or qualifications for office
(the woman had no idea that the
First Amendment mentioned the
separation of church and state). Yet
up until this point in the election, the
majority of the media's attention has
been on the fact that at one point in
her life she "dabbled in witchcraft."
And so rather than focusing on the
many issues pertinent to governance,
the Delaware Senate race has turned
into a good ol' fashioned Salemstyle witch-hunt.

America was once arguably the
greatest country on earth. Ironically,
our myopic focus on an overly
competitive political system has
caused us to lose sight of what once
made us great. While we were busy
squabbling over Senate seats and
House votes, we lost serious ground
in the race to create a decent country
for our children to grow up in.
In case you haven't noticed, our
country is not doing so well. Since
we seem to be so concerned with
win-at-all-costs competition, let's
see how we stack up when compared
to the rest of the world,
According to the CIA World
Factbook our GDP is second only to
the European Union, yet our health
system currently ranks 37th in the
world and our life expectancy is
49th.We can expect to live a full six
years less than those in the number
one country. Our banks are ranked
108th out of 133 countries in terms
of soundness, which means if not
for the FDIC, your money would be
safer just about anywhere else in the
world. Our unemployment rate is
110th, so for those 3Ls still looking
for jobs, there are 109 countries
where you might have better luck
than here. In terms of education,
our children are 22nd in science,
27th in math, and 33rd in reading,
This may not seem all that bad
until you realize that those rankings
only compare us to thirty-two other
countries. So in every category our
kids are in the bottom one-third, and
in reading they're dead last,
Don't worry though, it's not
all bad news, we're still number
one in some categories — like
prison population and rates of
incarceration. We also hold the top
spot for gun ownership, external
debt, and electricity and oil
consumption. And while we were
beat out for the top spot, we did
manage to score 4th on the list of
countries most likely to be attacked
by terrorists.
Our
country
has
serious
problems — but rather than face
them head-on and try to fix them,
we would rather spend our time
hunting down witches.
With all the polarization and
infighting, we have lost sight of
the simple fact that we're all on the
same team. The most important race
we're running is against mediocrity,
not against each other. We all want
the same things: safety, peace, and
prosperity. We may have different
ideas of how to get there, but unless
we can learn how to talk to each
other, we'll never make it past the
starting line.

BV SARAH TRUMBL E

Guest Columnist

Using
NFL
references
to
write "If You're in the Friend
Zone, You'll Never Get in the
End Zone," was brilliant: it makes
the fact that the article reads as a
playbook for date rape, misogyny,
and
heteronormativity
almost
understandable. Maybe Lawrence
Taylor, the famous NFL linebacker
currently under indictment for
raping a sixteen-year-old, followed
the article's recommendations to
inappropriately touch female friends
"like you would a girlfriend" and to
not ask or hesitate before sticking your
tongue down a friend's throat. That's
a good way to get your tongue bitten
off, by the way. You are her friend
because she trusts you and feels safe
with you, and nothing could destroy
that trust more thoroughly -than
"getting rid of the nice guy persona,"
being rude to her, "double book[ing]
her," "flirting with other girls in front
of her," and spending the "political
capital" you've earned to take
advantage of her. At least the article
is correct on this one point: anyone
who follows its suggestions will
certainly no longer be said woman's
friend. (See, e.g., Ben Roethlisberger;
Brett Favre.)
Let me break down a few of the

article's major fallacies for you:
First, I won't be "surprised by
your comments and flattered" if you
say nothing nice to me for weeks and
then tell me I look sexy. I'll be pissed
off and creeped out.

Second, making me angry
makes me angry, not horny. Third,
seeing you objectify other women
is not a turn-on. And last, Making
me "second guess the status of our
relationship," and refusing to be
honest with me about your feelings
is not a foundation for a relationship.
It's cowardly, and the reason I'm
ignoring you.
In a 2009 Campus Tolerance
Foundation
study,
George
Washington University ranked first
for "attempts of force kissing or
fondling without consent." As a
community, we should be standing
up to condemn these assaults, not
encouraging them in articles like "If
You're in the Friend Zone, You'll
Never Get in the End Zone."
You may think that we are friends,
and that you are just following the
article's advice for how to get into
"scoring position."
And maybe
you, keep buying me drinks because
alcohol will "let me open up." But
84 percent of women who are
raped know their attacker (National
Victims Center), and 90 percent of
campus rapes occur after alcohol
has been consumed by one of the
parties (factsontap.org). How many
of those rapists defended

themselves

by saying they just wanted to get out
of the "friend zone?" That doesn't
make following this article's advice
for putting the moves on a friend
justifiable. That makes it illegal,

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
COHEN AND COHEN
MOCK TRIAL
QUARTERFINALISTS
Brittany Warren and Matt Radler
Robert Armstrong and Katie John
Jenna Kessler and Sean Williamson
Lauren Cafferty and Amy Simon
Casey Gardner and Julie Perkins
Mark Bond and AJex Green
Frank Mangiatordi and Jesse Weintraub
Jennifer Ginsburg and Steven Siegel
All members of the GW Law community are
invited to attend the final round of the Cohen and
Cohen Mock Trial Competition. The final round
will take place on Wednesday, November 10th at
10 a.m. in L101, and be presided over by
Judge Lettow of the Court of Federal Claims.
A reception will follow the trial.
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October is About Domestic Violence, Not Just Breast Cancer
BY HANNAH GEYE R

Managing Editor

During the past month, you have
probably discovered — if you didn't
already know — that October is Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. And, yes,
breast cancer is a serious problem,
all pointless Facebook status updates
about women's favorite purse storage
location aside: The National Cancer
Institute estimates that one out of every
eight women will be diagnosed with
breast cancer at some point in their
life. Statistically speaking, that means
that thirty-three women in this year's
1L class will have breast cancer during
their lifetimes. But October is also
Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
although you might never know it by
all the pink ribbons, "sassy" t-shirts
about "Saving the Boobies," and rosehued kitchen utensils for sale at Target.
In fact, domestic violence is a crisis
as prevalent — if not more so — than
breast cancer. Although estimates vary
to some extent, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the
National Institute of Justice released a
study in 2000 that indicated that one in
four women will experience domestic
violence in her lifetime, a figure also
cited by the National Coalition for
the Homeless, the National Center
for Victims of Crime, and a study
conducted by the Council of Europe in
2002. To put that in perspective, those
estimates would account for about
sixty-five women in this year's 1L class.
In fact, some statistics seem to suggest
that women can significantly reduce
their risk of being murdered by not
dating or marrying men: according to
the Violence Policy Center, in 2002,
"the number of females shot and killed
by their husband or intimate partner

was more than three times higher than
the total number murdered by male
strangers using all weapons combined
in single victim/single offender
incidents." Of course, this isn't helpful
advice for most heterosexual women,
but it does underscore the magnitude
of the problem.
We may not have gigantic
marathons or product tie-ins benefitting
domestic violence shelters, but you can
still help domestic violence victims in
our community. In 2009, the rate of
domestic violence homicides in the
District of Columbia increased five
percent, and the Metropolitan Police
Department received over 31,000
domestic-related calls. Helping the
District women, children, and men
affected by domestic violence can take
many forms — legal or non-legal —
depending on whether you're tired
of "extra" law school activities yet.
The D.C. Coalition Against Domestic
Violence seeks volunteers for a
variety of initiatives related to policy,
grassroots activism, and fundraising,
as does the National Network to
End Domestic Violence. If you aren't
tired of thinking about the law, there
are severed organizations in the D.C.
area that provide legal services to
victims and survivors of domestic
violence; in addition, the law school
offers the Domestic Violence Project,
which allows students to intern with
organizations involved in domestic
violence policy and advocacy while
taking a related seminar.
It's not just important to think about
helping those affected by domestic
violence in the broader community;
it is also important to stay alert for

signs that you or your friends are in
abusive relationships or are perhaps
exhibiting abusive behaviors towards
a loved one. Aside from often having
physical injuries, abused individuals
often are increasingly isolated from
their friends, easily startled, depressed,
and experience decreased self-esteem.
Their partners are often jealous,
possessive, or overly critical. A detailed
list of abusive behaviors - including
some that probably don't immediately
come to mind - can be found by
Googling (or Bing-ing, if that's your
thing) "Domestic Violence Power and
Control Wheel."
If you believe that a friend of yours
is experiencing domestic violence, you
can help by not being a toolbag. Talk
to her honestly and tell her that you're
concerned for her safety. It often takes
some time for a woman to recognize
that she's being abused, especially if
the abuse is emotional, financial, or
involves isolation or coercion. If she
makes decisions that you don't think
are best for her, remember: you don't
know what's best for her. Don't judge
her for those decisions, and remember
the abuse is never the victim's fault.
Support her and attempt to build
her self-confidence; remember how
incredibly strong she has to be to deal
with such a difficult situation.
Finally, if you believe that one of
your friends is being abusive towards
their partner, no matter how difficult
it is, y ou should let him know that his
behavior is not okay. Don't reinforce
abusive behavior or jokes by laughing,
minimizing, or ignoring the behavior.
Don't offer to mediate for the couple
— it isn't her problem, it's his problem,

and he's the one who needs to work
on changing his behavior. Encourage
him to go seek counseling, and be
supportive. Abusive behavior isa choice,
so praise your friend's good behaviors
and positive development. If you lose
a friend over your unwillingness to
condone his behavior, so be it.
And now that I've written over
650 words on an incredibly heartwrenching issue, I'll just tellyou to have
an awesome Halloween and suggest
that it would be a great idea to donate
the money you're saving from having
an open bar from nine to midnight
(like you were only going to spend
$25 if there wasn't an open bar) at the
Halloween party to one of the many
fantastic organizations doing domestic
violence work in D.C..

* You may have noticed that I used
female pronouns when referring to
victims of domestic violence and male
pronouns when referring to abusers.
It should go without saying that men
are also abused, but when eighty-five
percent of domestic violence victims
are women, it's pretty clear which
pronoun is most appropriate to use.
Remember: if it isn't about you, don't

make it about you. (Statistic from the
Bureau of Justice).

** Hannah Geyer is also on the Law
Students for Reproductive Justice
Executive Board. LSRJ teamed up with
Feminist Forum this week to hold a
series of Domestic Violence Awareness
events. She hopes you got a chance to
go to some of them.

GUI STUDEflb RSSOCIRblOII FOR DRUG LRU! REFORfll

PRESEfltS bUJO EVERbS RBDUb bHE CURREflb SbflbE OF DRUG LRUJIR AR1ERICR
UIEDRESDRY, OCbOBER 27 Rb 12 RRI. IR LL102
Eric Sterling, President of the Criminal Justice Policy Foundation, will b e presenting on current reform measures in the United States,
with a focus on Proposition 19 in California (The Regulate, Control, and Tax Cannabis Act of 2010). Included in t he discussion will be
the arguments advanced both for and against, the impact that it may have in California if p assed, and the impact on US drug policy
in general. With the vote coming up on November 2, this is certainly an important topic! Eric Sterling was Counsel to the US House of
Representatives Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Crime from 1979 to 1989. While there, he was responsible for drug
enforcement, gun control, money laundering, organized crime, and many other issues.

THURSDAY, OCbOBER 28 Rb 3 RRI. IR S301
Dr. Christopher Fichtner and Susan Mottet will discuss the current and future state of medical marijuana in the US and also focus
on the recent developments in DC. Dr. F ichtner is a clinical professor of psychiatry at Southern Illinois University School of Medicine,
member of the Scientific and Medical Advisory Board of Americans for Safe Access, Vice President for Public Policy of the American
Academy of Cannabinoid Medicine, and author of the recently released book Cannabinomics: The Marijuana Policy Tipping Point.
Susan Mottet is Committee Counsel, Committee on Health to DC Councilman David Catania, who was a sponsor of the Legalization of
Marijuana for Medical Treatment Initiative Amendment Act of 2010 (DC's medical marijuana bill). Ms. Mottet was responsibile in jrge
part for drafting the bill a nd seeing it through to passage. Copies of Cannabinomics will be available for $30, cash or check, and Dr.
Fichtner will be signing for those who wish to purchase.
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E-Books vs.

Tree""DeadBooks: A Debate of the
Digital Age
BY VADIM PARTI N

Website Editor

Take a look around the
classroom the next time you are
in class. Isn't everyone on their
laptops? And what do they have
next to their laptops? A gigantic
casebook. Is there any reason that
we can't use our laptops to both
take notes and see the relevant
book pages simultaneously? This
brings me to my question; are
e-books the future? It seems like
no matter where you look, sales
of e-books are soaring, Opera is
touting the Kindle, and more and
more people are reading things in
an electronic format anyways.
For a while, people associated
computers and electronic reading
with work. However, nowadays,
more and more people are using
computers in order to read for
pleasure, for example, when
reading blogs and e-mails from
friends. At the same time, physical
books are associated with both
leisurely reading as well as reading
for work. I think the lines are being
blurred more now. So, while I would
concede that older people may be

as well as entertainment from an
electronic medium. In the end of
the day, is it the information that
we care about, or is it the touch,
feel, and maybe even the smell
of the medium by which that
information is being delivered?
Ask yourself, does a piece of
information have a certain smell or
feel to it? Do we care whether we
get an e-mail on our Blackberries,
read it on our laptops, or access it
from the computer at school? I am
pretty sure that your answer will
be a resounding "no." Now ask
yourself the same question about
the information contained in
books. Does your answer change?
Why? This is the question that I
am trying to Figure out for myself.
I am not sure how many
people actually remember reading
physical letters from their friends
and family. That's right, in just a
matter of a few short years, e-mail
has replaced regular mail. Also,
when was the last time you got
your news from a physical copy
of a newspaper instead of that

want to obtain, and the medium
is just the vehicle that gets them
there. I don't know about you, but
I would take the most comfortable,
most efficient vehicle to get me
where I need to go and I think the
same approach should be taken
with information.
Information should be readily
available. To that end, distribution
of electronic material is more
efficient than going through
a formal publishing process.
By cutting down the cost of
publication, more people will have
the ability to have their information
shared with the world; as such,
humanity as a whole will benefit
greatly. There are still, however,
some issues of access, preference,
availability of content, cost, and
many others. Don't get me wrong,
I'm not saying that we should ban
books, or force everyone to switch
to e-books. I'm just saying that I
see the proper progression to be
in the direction of digitization
and that eventually, once e-book
readers are inexpensive, have the

Just like many people preferred
to use typewriters after word
processing software was invented,
people will persist in using physical
books as long as it is the medium
that they grew accustomed to
throughout their lives. But as the
generations who grew up with
technology from an early age
increasingly adopt e-readers due to
their similarity with the technology
they are already familiar with, it is
inevitable that e-books will be the
mainstay of our society. Physical
books will become collectible
items,
with
some
nostalgic
purpose, but will not be the main
repository of human knowledge.
Human knowledge will be spread
across databases of digital books,
journals, and other publications,
and be much more easily accessible
to everyone in the world. However,
if you ever miss curling up with a
physical book by the fire, you can
always print out the PDF of the
book to a few hundred bleached
sheets of dead wood by sending a
signal to your Bluetooth connected

more comfortable with physical

newspaper's website? This brings

books, the younger generation is
getting more and more comfortable
with getting their information

me back to the issue of medium
versus content. I believe that
content is what people inherently

same content as their physical
counterparts, and are ubiquitous,

printer from your iPhone.

people's preferences will change as
well.

The Sole Factor
BY MONA PINCHIS

Staff Writer

When
assessing
nuclear
security, what do you think a lay
person may identify as a primary
consideration? Would you consider
various emotive factors? Does it
matter if the risk is uncontrollable,
the surrounding social conditions,
or the innocence of the victims?
What about if it was a serious
risk only for future generations? I
suppose it's the age-old question
that every politician struggles to
understand: what do the citizens
care about and what is the best
way to separate the rational from
the irrational? In reflecting on
my own interest in the interaction
between economics and military
conflict, I thought about the very
foundation of peacekeeping and
the good, the bad, and the ugly of
policy options.
On October 12, 2010, the
Financial Times published an
opinion by Madeline Albright
and Igor Ivanov. They advocated
restarting the stalled nuclear talks,
stressing the need for mutual
cooperation and keeping the
channels of dialogue open despite
the delicate nature of the topic

for both Russia and the United
States. On October 15, 2010, The
Brookings Arms Control Initiative
hosted a discussion of how the
United States and Russia can shape
a more secure nuclear future and
promote a stronger relationship
between the two countries.
The
presentation
covered
four key recommendations in
the Brookings-Institute of World
Economy
and
International
Relations paper, "Next Steps on
U.S.-Russian Nuclear Negotiations
and Nuclear Non-Proliferation."
The discussion was also a reflection
on activities since the signing of
the New Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty (START) by Presidents
Obama and Medvedev in April,
the April nuclear security summit
addressing steps to secure highlyenriched uranium and plutonium
stocks, and the NPT review
conference held later in May of
this year.
Panelists included Brookings
President
Strobe
Talbott,
Ploughshares
Fund
President
Joseph Cirincione, and Senior
Fellow Steven Pifer, Director of

the Arms Control Initiative. I
heard several key messages on how
Washington and Moscow could
improve
the non-proliferation
regime: hold the line and do no
more harm; continue stable and
transparent dialogue; reinforce
strategic and practical solutions
for missile defense cooperation;
develop broad political resolutions
to coordinate policies on nonproliferation
and
agree
on
common priorities; improve third
world country accession protocols
and facility inspection processes;
and, finally, forge an international
"gold standard" and rely less on
rhetoric. Overall, there was an
impassioned message to avoid
treaty "fetishism" and to instead
focus on using keen diplomacy
(and economic sanctions) to get
things done.
I
found
the
Brookings'
event a great introduction to
understanding
these
sensitive
negotiations. Interestingly, there
was no talk about the core legal
considerations;
the
principles
of treaty law did not come up
in the conversation beyond the

exhortation to avoid them.
On this note, I turn my thoughts
to shoes.
While not decisive, logical, or
necessarily rational, I always look
at a person's shoes to gain a small
insight into their personality. To
me, shoes symbolize security,
resilience, and economic status.
To another, a shoe may be a status
symbol, seasonal, and a temporary
appendage of current fashion's
tastes. Before attending Brookings,
I met a gentleman that had suffered
extreme heat stroke from working
a double shift in a Washington
manhole. His clothing was covered
in a white soot that I dare not guess
at its' origin. His boots, however,
while well worn and past the point
of usability, still evidenced great
care and attention. Perhaps as an
easy source for distraction, he was
interested in my reading, which
was the report I mentioned above.
He did not offer comments so much
as listen intently, and reflected that
such talk was best left to the White
House.
See Sole Factor on 11
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Z,//g as a
'y ZL
Making It Through a Twelve-Hour Day Of
Studying

Last Tuesday, the lowly lLs
converged upon Lerner hall like an
innocent flock of sheep brought to
the slaughter. We had our midterm
mini-exam.
As the voice of the
class of 2013, I felt compelled to
investigate on how to prepare for
exams based on my experiences.
I asked a couple of lLs in the
hall what area of exam prep they
would like some in-depth reporting
on, and they replied that: 1) they
weren't lLs; 2) I was stupid; and,
3) my time would be better spent
doing my own studying. So I went
back to a time tested method of
polling the thoughts and feelings
of my compatriots — I asked the
three people who sit behind me in
Criminal Law. They gave a wealth
of suggestions on what to look into,
including outline formats, time
management, study group tactics,
etc. Yet, I feel compelled to give the
people what they really want, and so
today I want to share with you the
best places to nap in and around the
law school.

If you only study at home, the
rest of this article is most likely not
for you, otherwise, it really is the
info that everyone needs. It is my
understanding that around exam

time, everyone slightly becomes
zombies and many live in the law
school for twelve hours a day or
more. If you are one of those living
dead, read on to find the perfect spot
for that thirty-minute cat-nap.
The first place I tried was the
soft lounge, for no other reason
than it contained the word soft.
This was effective for me, but it can
tend to be noisy in there during the
day, and others might get irritated if
you lie down across a whole couch
by yourself. So if it is early in the
morning or late in the afternoon/
evening, this might be your spot.
Next time I felt tired I moseyed on
over to try the hard lounge. It was
kinda like the soft lounge, except
without the soft. Looking back, this
should have been obvious to me.
The biggest problem with
the lounges was the noise, so
I immediately set out to find
somewhere quiet.
My mind
immediately turned to that place
with a lot of books, you know, Barnes
and Noble on M Street. This didn't
work as expected because Mel, the
busboy at the cafe woke me up and
told me some guy had taken the hot
chocolate I had left on my table. I
wouldn't recommend sleeping there.

ASK

Fall semester is always a
crazy time here at GW Law.
lLs are adapting to the mindcrushing tedium of briefing civil
procedure cases and worrying
about grades, 2Ls are worrying
about grades and hustling for jobs
as energetically as certain ladies
on U Street, and 3Ls are making
those big, life-changing decisions
that are usually reserved for when
your girlfriend suddenly gets
nauseous in the morning and has
strange cravings for watermelon.
You know what I'm talking about.
Read on for this week's delicate
question:

Dear Miss B. Havior,
I'm a 2L, and as if trying to make
friends in law school wasn't hard enough
during lLyear, now I'm afraid I'm going
to lose all my friends this semester (not
counting that one backstabbing gunner
that only pretended to be my friend to get
my Property notes). Basically, I've got an
offer for the summer and they don't. It
makes it really weird because I don't know
what I'm supposed to do or how to act. It
would be really helpful too if I could talk
to someone about FRP and everything.
Help!
—$50k Tuition Doesn't Buy Friends Too

Dear Buy Your Friends:
Law school is full of awkward
situations just like this. Don't
worry, it's only preparing you
for a lifetime of similar awkward
situations at law firms or any
other workplace full of highly
competitive and ambitious nerdy
people—only they call it "office
politics" then.
First, be normal. Acting
weird just makes it weird. Your
friends are still your friends, but
now you and they are going to
have to really focus on those
qualities that are often lacking in
law school: tact, manners, and
"playing nice." On your part,
don't brag or show off in front
of your friends (or anyone else
for that matter). Nobody likes
that guy. However, if someone
actually comes right out and asks
you about the summer, just be
honest. You should be proud of
all your hard work and getting
an offer, and if your classmates
are true friends, they should be
happy for you too. Everyone gets
jealous, but people should be able
to control any urges to be petty or
belittling (read: talking smack).

In search of another quiet place with some bushes. This will provide
books and more security, I went cover, but will probably be chilly in
to the Library and found all kinds the exam month of December.
of napping options. One of the
I found Room L202 to be
librarians then came up to me mid- particularly nap-friendly during
snooze and started talking. In my mid-day because the sun warms you
half-awake daze, I said "shhh, this up. Unfortunately, many classes
is a library" to which the librarian take place there, and professors
replied "get out, this is my office." don't seem to care that you're not in
I wouldn't recommend trying that: the class; it is still not okay to nap.
The librarian got kind of mad.
Other classrooms will probably
This doesn't mean the library have similar problems. The Second
isn't a great spot. If you take the Floor Reading Room solves many
elevator down as far as you can, of these problems. It is quiet, has
you might end up in the bottom of no classes, no (as far as I know)
the library. (If you can't tell, I like adult supervision and the only one
holding words, for emphasis, it who minded me napping is the guy
really makes me feel like what I'm whose shoulder I fell asleep on.
writing is important.) The lower
So there you have it, it seems the
stacks of the library are some of Soft Lounge, Library Basement,
the quieter places I've ever been, and Second Floor Reading Room,
and a great spot for a nap if you might be the best spots to nap,
don't mind sleeping in a chair/desk depending on your preferences. I
combo. Coincidentally, this is a hope this information is useful to
great place to study, so you could you later on when studying for
knock out both proverbial birds with exams. I don't think it helped me
one stone. For those who refuse to too much for my midterm. I spent
plumb the depths of our law school, most of my study time trying to nap
there are more options. You can in different places, so I wouldn't
nap on tbe patio, which is like the
hard lounge, but with weather. For

the more outdoorsy types, you can
catch a nap in the quad area, under

recommend doing, that.

"Maybe I

should have done the research on
time management.

Miss
Jfavior
You also need to remember
to not be a jerk and control your
budding Napoleonic complex
about your inner greatness and
superiority. Megalomania is
a common and unattractive
affliction among law students.
News flash: you're not that
great. For all the inevitable
haters—don't hate the playa,
hate the game. And it's not zero
sum. There are jobs out there for
everyone, and there's no need to
feel like someone that got a job
took it away from you. Put away
that voodoo doll and think about
what you can do to get your own
offer.
Second, besides yours truly,
there are plenty of people to talk
to about your career options.
You can always talk to your
CDO counselor. Try talking to a
professor or your Dean's Fellow,
or your GW Law mentor. After
all, that's what they're there for.
You can also talk to any friends
you have that are associates, or
parents' friends that are partners,
or just about anyone that is
already a lawyer (any kind of
lawyer, not just one at a firm).
They will be more than happy to

talk to you about FRP because
they went through it too. Last
but not least, don't forget you
can talk to anyone you think
has plain old common sense and
good judgment: your friends
from college, your brothers or
sisters, your parents, the security
guards, cute barista at Starbucks,
etc. Sometimes it helps to get a
fresh outside perspective from
someone totally outside the legal
profession. Plus, they're more
likely to be normal anyway.
VTY,
Miss B. Havior
Darlings, that's it for this
week. Remember to play nice
with all the other kids—if you
don't have anything nice to say,
it's better to not say anything at
all. Don't forget to send all your
career questions to notabenegw@
gmail.com with the subject line
"MISS B. HAVIOR." And with
that... Miss B. H avior out.
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Fan Mail

So in case you haven't realized so
far, our column is entirely satirical.
We've found that people in law school
tend to take themselves too seriously
and end up forgetting to have fun...
ever. This may be why we've heard
from some readers that our column is
gross, offensive and/or demeaning to
women. However much we disagree,
we thought it would be nice to hear
from a man's point of view, so we
solicited the help of our guy friends
in writing this issue's column — the
same guys who love nothing more
than making fun of everything we say
and do. Special thanks to Gramps
and Polansky for their long hours of
writing and "research." The Bees
love you.

been using your tips and I feel like I
am making progress, but I have hit a
roadblock. My current love interest
has a boyfriend. He is never around,
but she is always talking about him.
It really ruins the mood, if you know
what I mean. What should I do?!?!

Dear Faithful Thrill Seeker,

I can offer you is luck. But I would
suggest something with a bit higher
chance of success, like convincing
Snooki she doesn't want to "smoosh
smoosh."

Thank you for your letter. One of
the best pieces of advice Lauren and
Danielle ever received came from a
blue-eyed man from Kansas — try
everything twice. The first time might
not be a fair representation. Now Dear Ladies,
Sincerely,
that we solved the problem you didn't
Your # 1 Fan
Love the articles. Anyone who
even ask about but clearly needed
says two negatives don't make a
addressing, we'll move on to fixing
Dear #1 Fan,
the monotony of the everyday grind positive has never taken algebra,
of school. Try this: Next time you're aaaamiriiight?! Question: how do
"Friend Zone" AND a boyfriend. scheduled for a study session with a you phase out someone who thinks
That is tough, even for us. But don't group, grab some protection and tuck you are BFFs just because you share
worry; we got some things you can it into your textbook ahead of time. the same (required) classes? I know
try. You say this man of hers is never Once you get to the study location I'll have to see this person over the
around? Next time you and her and everyone gets settled take out next two years but I want to cut ties
are having a nice time out, and she your textbook and let the condom in a nice way. HELP!
brings him up, ask her where he is. fall out "accidentally." Make sure
She will probably give some excuse, everyone sees it hit the floor. Wait Sincerely,
With the increasing pressures of he is busy, he is visiting his mother, until the lady you're interested in Set Me Free
the 2L year bearing down on them, he is working to develop a cure for looks up in surprise, give her a wink,
Lauren and Danielle were unable to some rare tropical virus. Her excuse and then make moves down to SL3.
Dear Set Me Free,
find the time to write one of their isn't important, but when she gives
Good luck out there...or down
provocative and controversial articles it, ask her to call him up, see if he there!
It's a tough job to be so well-loved
for the prestigious Nota Bene this wants to join you guys, just to be
and not return the feeling, but some
week. Because of this, we thought sure. Don't want to exclude him,
of us are just born to bear this burden.
we would pick up the slack. Our you know? When she calls him, if
Have you tried blatantly ignoring the
first idea was to write an article on he doesn't answer or doesn't want Dear Jersey Girl and Pocahontas,
person? Making fun of them to their
how to treat women poorly, but to come, you look like a much more
face? Maybe talking about the person
we realized Danielle and Lauren caring and devoted guy. But what
I have been reading your behind their back and then telling
have already more than thoroughly if he does show up, you might ask. columns for the past couple months them that it was you who started the
covered that topic. So instead, we Well, just knock his ass out. Then and realize that you are the girl for rumors? If those foolproof methods
are going to answer some of their fan when he is bleeding on the floor, ask me. Neither of you separately really don't work then maybe you could try
mail that has been piling up. Don't her if she wants to date you or this does it for me, but together it's magic. not showering, wearing ugly clothes
worry creepers and stalkers; we did drooling baby on the floor. That will Any chance we could work out a and start spitting when you talk. Plus
not include names or any of the make the choice pretty easy for her.
sister-wives thing? Just think, having this is law school, we're sure you'll do
"Brett Favre style" pictures that were
the same man in both your lives will something embarrassing or offensive
included.
Hope this helps!
seriously cut down on the time you after the 1L finals party that should
have to spend listening about one sufficiently terrify your new bestie
another's love lives.
(and everyone else).
Dear Danielle and Lauren,
Dear Danielle and Lauren,
Plus side: This will be sure to send
Let me know,
your annoying "bestie" running.
I just wanted to let you lovely
So I have already run through Fingers Crossed
Negative side: This will be sure to
ladies know how much I LOVE your all your dos and don'ts of law school
send everyone running, but if you're
column. It's pretty much the only dating, but I am still not having too Dear Fingers Crossed,
dumb enough to complain about
reason I show up to school anymore. much fun. Anything crazier you could
having too many friends, maybe you
Your advice has been invaluable to suggest for me? What am I doing
Don't think you are the first to should be alone.
me, trying it all, and finding most of wrong? I will try anything once.
try and ride the fence between these
it amazingly helpful. The "Friend
lovely ladies. Many have tried and
Zone" article from several weeks Sincerely,
they were never seen or heard from
ago was especially insightful. I have Faithful Thrill Seeker
again. If this is your Holy Grail, all

THE FEDERAL CIRCUIT BAR ASSOCIATION PRESENTS...

THE GLOBAL COMMUNITY
CONLERENCE

Focusing on a global comparison of the Federal Circuit's subject matter jurisdiction, including cuttingedge insight into, among other topics, intellectual property, international trade, and government contracts.
Guest speakers include GE's General Counsel, the Department of Justice's Commercial Litigation
Division Director, U.S. Department of Energy's General Counsel, and judges from Germany, China, and
Japan. Judges from the Federal Circuit will also be in attendance, as well as numerous law firms.
The Conference will be held on November 19, 2010, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m at the Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center at 1300 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.
The federal Circuit Bar Association will waive the $375 admission fee for those who RSPV to the Federal
Circuit Bar Journal's e-mail address: fcbj@law.gwu.edu.
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Night Court

Branching out of the Law
School
Even if you are not in a joint
degree program, you can take
advantage of the breadth of courses
available outside the law school.
For credit, no less! Students can
take up to six credit hours outside
the law school towards graduating
hours.
Summer course options at
the law school are generally
light — which makes summer
an ideal time to add variety to
your elective coursework. Last
summer I took a Saturday class in
the Graduate School of Business.
While registration was far more
paperwork than I had anticipated
(though hopefully the process
has improved), I garnered two
additional credits: the GW MBAstandard 1.5 credit per course
plus an additional 0.5 credits
for writing a paper. During the
registration process I lea rned that
the law school does not allow halfcredits... but all MBA classes are
1.5 credits. This is an unfortunate
dilemma but as you can see,
creative ways to get around this
abound. The way to get started

is to involve our Records Office
and the registration office at your
target department.
Once successfully registered,
I experienced life beyond 20th
and H Street, NW. Duques Hall
is a beautiful new building, and I
don't think I'll ever get over how
comfortable the classroom chairs
are over there. Side note for anyone
reading who has authority to either
buy new chairs or permanently
"borrow" the B-school's: I think
it's time we upgrade our chairs.
And it was pretty great to take a
class with an entirely different
format and approach to what we
are used to. The experience was so
positive that I plan to do it again
next summer — if not before. With
so many ways to learn at GWU,
I would not want to miss out by
spending three whole years in just
the three neighboring law school
buildings without venturing into
another classroom, somewhere, on
campus.
A great way to keep up with
happenings outside the law school
requires seeking out information.

What are you interested in? What,
in addition to law, were you excited
about when you committed to
attend GWU? While it is very easy
to get wrapped up in the activities
around law school, phenomenal
speakers frequently come by other
departments for presentations,
symposiums, and other activities.
Getting to know more about these
events will provide you with a
wealth of intellectual stimulation.
Not to mention some pretty
creative date nights.
Recently, I subscribed to the
weekly newsletter highlighting
events at the Elliott School for
International
Affairs.
Every
academic department at GWU has
a lot of activity, especially around
this time of the semester, and the
Elliott School is no exception. From
speaker series to forums discussing
the role the United States plays in
international affairs, many events
are open to all GWU students. So
far, an intriguing event has caught
my eye no less than once a week.
All it takes is tapping into
the newsletter, or calendar —

depending on the school(s) you
are interested in. I found that
simply browsing the GWU website
and reviewing the Events page
on the websites for departments
that caught my eye brought me
straight to where I could subscribe
to a regular newsletter. Upcoming
event details are delivered to you
— then it's up to you whether to
attend.
Three years can fly by — and
how you spend that time is entirely
up to you. Some students immerse
themselves in law school life, some
study abroad, and others pursue
education outside the law school.
The opportunities are pretty close
to endless, and participating in
something that truly resonates with
you will make your experience
here even more enriching.

JENNETTE GRAY

Swing Vote
New Lessons from the Hill-Thomas
Saga
We tell children, "Speak your
truth. Don't be a bully." Now it's
becoming more and more apparent
that these are lessons we adults
still have trouble with.
Nineteen years ago, Anita
Hill spoke her truth and Justice
Clarence Thomas spoke his. It
was an ugly ordeal, complete
with salacious tales of soda cans,
pubic hair, and questions about
bra sizes. But even uglier is the
ordeal that seems to be rearing its
head between two of the women
entwined in this saga: Anita Hill
and Ginni Thomas.
On the morning of October
9, according to The Washington
Post, Ginni Thomas felt compelled
to make a phone call. She called
Anita Hill's office and left a
somewhat
passive-aggressive
voicemail. It was a pretty good
one too. She implored Ms. Hill
to "consider" an apology and a
"full explanation" adding that Hill
should "pray" on it.
Personally, I appreciate Mrs.
Thomas' desire for answers. Yet
while I've been known to relish
a well-crafted, understated but
effective demand, I have a problem

with the use of the method here.
Here it seems just a bit overbearing
— and well, bullish.
To bully, Webster's Dictionary
defines it as "to affect by force
or coercion." No. Ms. Thomas
didn't threaten to drive over to
Brandeis University and beat
Anita Hill up or to send masked
men armed with a tape recorder
to get an admission that she lied.
But Ginni Thomas has grown into
a somewhat influential individual
and the implication was, "I need
this not to be true. So, I'm going
to need you to apologize and say
that you lied even if there's a good
chance you didn't." The effect was
intended to be the same.
If this had happened amidst
a trial, we'd demand that Ginni
Thomas be charged with witness
tampering and intimidation. If
these were teenagers, we'd be
outraged. But, these are adults.
We are adults. Maybe it's time we
grew up.
If
Ginni Thomas wants
answers, she should have them.
Not from Anita Hill but from
Clarence Thomas, her husband.
And next time she calls and leaves

a message, Ms. Hill should hit
the delete button or call her back
and say, "I apologize that you are
confused about what happened.
Ask your husband for the details."
She wouldn't be out of line for
that.
Almost two decades ago, we
learned about the concept of sexual
harassment from the Hill-Thomas
saga. Maybe there are still lessons
we can learn — starting with "thou
should not attempt to make your
husband's ex-colleague confess
about what may or may not have
happened a lifetime ago." Let's
learn what we can so we can all
move on.

LAW
ASSOCIATION
FOR WOMEN
HALLOWEEN
BAKE SALE
WHAT: D ELICIOUSNESS
WHEN: THURSDAY,
OCT, 2 8 FROM
1 1 A , M , TO 2 P. M.
WHERE: HARD LOUNGE
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Hollywood Legal
Though he is eleven years my
junior, I'll admit that my heart
melts a little when Justin Bieber
sings to assure me that there's
gonna be one less lonely girl.
While my crush doesn't quite
rise to a Taylor Lautner-level
(team Jacob!), it's hard not to be
smitten with the charming singersongwriter. And oh, that beautiful
hair...
Unfortunately, Justin's lovely
locks aren't powerful enough to
distract the strong arm of the
law. It has been reported that, last
weekend, JB was involved in an
altercation with a twelve-year-old
boy at a Planet Lazer, a laser-tag
facility, in suburban Vancouver.
I know that we can all get a little
crazy when the lights go down and
we find ourselves with a toy gun in
our hands, but what happened in
there, Justin? Were you disoriented
by the neon paint? Caught up in
the heat of battle?
The details aren't totally clear,
but witnesses are claiming that
Justin was provoked when the
other child violated the "honor
code" of laser tag by singling out
Justin as a target, cornering him
and then shooting him repeatedly.
When Justin told him that enough
was enough, the boy is reported to
have responded with an anti-gay
slur. At this point, Justin may have

pushed him out of the way as he
left the game area.
Such language is certainly
offensive and inflammatory, and
violence is never the answer, but
can't we just leave the bad behavior
on the playing field? Boys will be
boys, right? Well, not when one of
those boys is an incredibly wealthy
celebrity and the other boy's father
is a lawyer...
A formal complaint of assault
has since been filed with the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police.
Though we oft consider Canada
to be just a clean and friendly
extension of ourselves, it is, in fact,
a different country. So, let's get into
some international law. According
to Section 265 of the Canadian
Criminal Code, a person commits
an assault when: (a) without the
consent of another person, he
applies force intentionally to that
other person, directly or indirectly;
(b) he attempts or threatens, by
an act or a gesture, to apply force
to another person, if he has, or
causes that other person to believe
on reasonable grounds that he
has, present ability to effect his
purpose; or
(c) while openly
wearing or carrying a weapon or
an imitation thereof, he accosts or
impedes another person or begs.
Contrast

American

with

the

understanding

this

of

assault, which refers to an act that
causes the victim to apprehend
immediate physical contact. The
crime of battery would cover the
actual physical contact.
Let's imagine for a moment
that the Biebs decides to flee to the
United States (there are far more
concert venues here anyway) rather
than return to Canada to answer
for his alleged crimes. While I,
for one, would be happy to adopt
him as our own national treasure,
the law does not share my love for
the teen heartthrob. In 1971, the
United States and Canada signed
a bilateral Treaty on Extradition.
Per Article 1 of the treaty, they
agree to send back persons found
in their territories who have been
convicted or charged with any of
the offenses listed in Article 2.
The attached schedule in Article
2 includes the crime of assault.
Alas, pulling a Roman Polanski
doesn't seem like an option.
Justin's people are downplaying
the incident and asserting selfdefense, so I'm sure that he'll
quietly settle for an outrageous
amount of money to make this go
away... er, I mean, I'm sure that
justice will prevail. I just hope
that all of this controversy doesn't
affect his music. Or his hair.

IIOW T<
GET A 1L
JOB
Hosted by SIPLA

What: Aidan Skoyles,
associate at Finnegan,
will be offering
advice, tips, and tricks
for lLs looking for a
job next summer.
Food will be served!
When: Wednesday,
November 10th, at 6
p.m.
Where: LL102

A.J. KORNBLITH

Korn Feed
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From Sole Factor on 6
It is an interesting situation.
Granted, he was simply more
anxious about learning whether
he had to take the day off or not,
but it made me think about the
role of law when the next steps on
US-Russian nuclear negotiations
continue. Which comes first, a
concern from the citizen or one
from the President?
After the Brookings' event, I
asked a fellow attendee about the
talks on the sanctions found within
START, and received a reply that
such things were better left to the
United Nations. Just like that, law
and politics divided as swiftly as
the gentleman simply dismissed
nuclear strategy. I would like to
think that both must work together.
If I knew the best approach, I
guarantee I'd be writing a book
now, and not just this reflective
opinion. My week began with
a pair of aged workman's boots
and ended with a dismissal of the
law from a pair of shiny, barelyused patent oxfords.
The key
was that both contain the sole of
the matter. I needed both to truly
understand sustaining the focus
on nuclear security. Neither was a
key for a multilateral solution, but
sometimes you don't know enough
about a man until you spend a day
walking in his shoes.

CELEBRATE HALLOWEEN ^
T"
GW LAW STYLE
"T
THURSDAY OCTOBER 2BTH
TICKETS ARE *25 AND GET YOU INTO
THE HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL IN THE HARD LOUNGE 8 STOCK
TON PATIO FROM 4 BM.-7BM. AND THE 6Vt LAW
HALLOWEEN PARTY AT DISTRICT IN ADAMS MORGAN FROM 9
BM. TO 2 A.M.

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED ONLINE AT THE SBA WEBSITE
THROUGH PAypAL AND IN THE HARD LOUNGE
FROM 10 A.M. " I BM., 2 BM "5 BM., AND b BM. TO B BM.
"WEDNESDAX OCTOBER 27TH
AND 12 BM. " 4 BM. O N THURSDAX
OCTOBER 2BTH
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Thursday, October 28

GW Law Halloween Festival

Get in the Halloween spirit by eating de
licious carnival food and playing similar
ly awesome games in the Hard Lounge
and Stockton Patio, then head home for a
quick change into your costume in antici
pation of party times at the District in Ad
ams Morgan. Tickets are $25 and can be
purchased at the Hard Lounge info desk.
4:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.; 9:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.

Saturday, November 6

The Gulf Oil Spill and the Law

This panel discussion will be moderated by
Professor Glickman. Tom Hayes, Chief,
Environmental Law, U.S. Coast Guard will
be making opening remarks, and the panel
features several members of the GW Law
Faculty and GW Environmental Law pro
gram alumni. To register, visit the event's
page on the GW Law website event calen
dar. Registration is free for students.
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m, GW Law School

Friday, November 12

rfiotobcope.6
SCORPIO (OCT. 24 - NOV. 21)
You're going to get awfully crappy birthday presents this year.
SAGITTART1US (NOV. 22 - DEC. 31)
Your number one pasttime is dine-and-dash. But be careful.
Someone's onto you.
CAPRICORN (DEC. 22 -JAN. 19)
Make sure you wear underpants under your Halloween costume
this year.
AQUARIUS (JAN. 20 - FEB. 18)
You will lose all your belongings at the District this Thursday
evening. Don't stress, you won't be the only one.
PISCES (FEB. 19 - MAR. 20)
You have a crush on one of the Uptowner employees.
ARIES (MAR. 21 - APR. 19)
You know the jokes you tell your classmates before class starts?
They're actually not that funny. You say they laugh? They're not
laughing with their eyes.
TAURUS (APR. 20 - MAY 20)
After sitting naked in Rock Creek Park for a few hours, you begin
to wonder if that call for an interview was one of your friends
playing a joke on you. (Hint: Probably).

GEMINI (MAY 21 JUNE 21)

You will get waitlisted for every single class you register for. Did
you know that the History of the Common Law was so in de
mand?

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 22)
Your stunning rebuttal as to why all drugs should be legalized in
Crim Law class will be slightly undercut by the acid flashback that
causes you to run out of class and douse yourself in Pepsi and
pesto sauce in front of several members of the faculty.

LEO (JULY 23 AUG. 22)

You finally figure out that Tax Law is not a class that teaches you
how to evade tax collection.

VIRGO (AUG. 23 - SEPT. 22)

If you're trying to find the key to the universe, I have good news
and bad news. The bad? There is no key to the universe. The
good? The universe has been left unlocked. GO GET 'EM,
TIGER

LIBRA (SEPT. 23 - OCT. 23)

The Georgetown University drug lab scandal has inspired you.

The Dodd-Frank Act andthe RoadAhead
for Financial Regulatory Reform
October/November
This event will feature a series of talks Alexandria's Footsteps to the Past "Al
and panels, including keynote addresses exandria Spirits" Tour
by Governor Daniel K. Tarullo, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System
and H. Rodgin Cohen, Senior Chairman,
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP. Panels include
"Consumer Financial Protection: Stuck in
Neutral or Full Speed Ahead" and "The
Future Direction of Financial Services:
Same Street, New Guardrails?" To regis
ter for this free symposium, e-mail regreform@gmail.com or register at 7:45 a.m.
(and eat a continental breakfast!) the day
of the event.
8:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Since Halloween is no fun unless you actu
ally get creeped out at some point, you can
visit sites in Alexandra that have had docu
mented paranormal activity You can also
sign up for a "real ghost hunt" in which
experienced ghost hunters instruct partici
pants how to use paranormal investigation
equipment.
Sunday - Thursday, 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Fridays - Saturdays, 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
$10, Ramsay House Visitors Center, 221
King Street.
RSVP in advance!

